Sunshine Coast Climate Action Now
Annual Report: 2018-19
Introduction
The Sunshine Coast Climate Action Now (SCCAN) was formed by Denis White in early 2016
to enable people in the Sunshine Coast region, who are concerned about the climate
emergency, to engage in local actions to address the urgent social and political change
needed to tackle the impacts of global heating.
SCCAN seeks to encourage an urgent transition from a fossil fuel energy culture to
renewable energy resources through public education and building networks with other
organisations concerned about the impacts of the climate emergency.
SCCAN is an unincorporated community organisation. It is auspised by the Sunshine Coast
Environment Council Inc (SCEC). SCCAN is also a member of Queensland Water & Land
Carers.
This is the second annual report covering the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 and briefly
summarises key activities and events undertaken by SCCAN.
Membership
SCCAN offers two levels of ‘membership’: subscribers to the SCCAN website and irregular
newsletters; and paid members. The annual membership fee is $10.00 for individuals and
runs for calendar years.
In 2018 the on-line subscribers were 146 and paid members were 13. In 2019 the on-line
subscribers have grown to a net number of 166 (allowing for ‘unsubscribe’), whereas the
paid members have fallen to just 4. The continuing decline in paid members is a cause for
real concern about the ongoing viability of the organisation. Despite the fall in committed
active members, SCCAN has maintained an important presence in the community and
successfully undertaken a range of activities (as reported below).
Meetings
A total of 8 meetings were held during 2018-19. As a consequence of declining attendees,
the monthly format was replaced with meetings being arranged mostly on an ‘as-needs’
basis primarily to plan for forthcoming events and major activities. The meetings also enable
attendees to share relevant current news and information, and to discuss general business.
Meetings are open to all members of the community.
Meetings have been held at the home of Denis and Elaine White, 6 Aruma Court,
Mooloolaba, apart from an informal Christmas gathering on 2/12/18, which was held at the
Wharf Tavern, Mooloolaba.
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Events
Concert
SCCAN organised a concert: “Love Song to the Earth” at Venue 114, Bokarina on 30 March
2019. The objective was to use music to bring people together as a natural way to remind
people of the amazing community they live in and what’s at risk if governments don’t
seriously respond to the climate emergency. The event was supported by minor community
grant of $1100 from the Sunshine Coast Council.
The concert featured more than 200 vocalists from local choral groups and soloists and was
attended by 258 people. In addition, 6 not-for-profit organisations (Australian Conservation
Foundation, Amnesty International, Conversation 4 Change, SCEC, Solar Citizens and
Treesisters) had information booths set up for patrons during the evening.
Money raised from ticket and program sales, and a raffle was donated to Farmers for
Climate Action to assist Queensland farmers who are in the front line experiencing the
impacts of extreme weather events linked to climate change. Verity Morgan-Schmidt, CEO
of the Farmers for Climate Action, was a guest speaker at the concert.
The concert also coincided with the world-wide Earth Hour event, which was acknowledged
by a turning off the lights and minute’s silence.
Renewables Expo
SCCAN undertook the third Renewables Expo, as part of the World Environment Day festival
coordinated by SCEC on 2 June 2019 at Cotton Tree park, Maroochydore. The Expo was
supported by a community grant of $3500from the Sunshine Coast Council.
The Renewables Expo showcased new and emerging technologies for a sustainable future,
built on renewable energy. Once again the theme was: “The future is renewable”,
demonstrating what a ‘renewable village’ could look like, linking solar power, battery
storage and electric vehicles with a small container house dwelling.
The Expo included 6 local businesses and 5 not-for profit organisations showcasing their
products and services in the supply of renewable energy and smart systems, as well as 3
private electric vehicle owners showcasing 4 current models. Unfortunately, two other EVs
were damaged en route to the Expo.
Attendance was as good as in previous years until a torrential downpour in the middle of
the day significantly reduced numbers and resulted in the cancellation of a planned “flashmob” climate emergency-themed song and dance performance by local artists that SCCAN
had organised.
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Rise for Climate
SCCAN planned to mark a global Rise for Climate event initiated by 350.org by organising a
community torch light beach walk and picnic tea at Mooloolaba on 8/9/18. Unfortunately,
the proposal received little support in the relatively short lead time and was abandoned.
Other Activities
Climate Emergency Declaration
SCCAN has been active in promoting the declaration of a climate emergency by local
government authorities, as part of a global wave of action that was initiated when the
Darebin City Council in Victoria made the first climate emergency declaration (CED) in 2016.
Following a significant discussion with the mayor of Noosa Council (Tony Wellington) at the
Renewables Expo about why the council should consider making a CED, SCCAN prepared a
summary paper outlining information on the global movement for CEDs, including possible
outcomes from such a decision. The Noosa Council moved quickly to consider the proposal
and became the first local government in Queensland to declare a climate emergency on
18/ 7/19, joining more than 740 jurisdictions around the world, including national
governments in the UK, Canada, Portugal and Ireland, and cities like Paris and New York.
Preparatory work to have the Sunshine Coast Council make a CED has commenced and will
continue in 2019-20, notwithstanding a clear public statement that the council will not
consider any such proposal at this time.
SCEC Member Group Roundtable
SCCAN attended the annual SCEC member group roundtable meeting on 25/10/18 at
Tanawha. SCEC is the peak body for conservation and environmental advocacy and action in
the Sunshine Coast region and represents 64 community organisations, including SCCAN,
and over 8000 individuals who are actively engaged in conservation campaigns and
programs across the region.
A key focus of the meeting was to engage member groups to review and update the SCEC
strategic plan for 2020-30. It was also an opportunity for member groups to talk briefly
about their organisation’s objectives, activities and outcomes.
SCCAN presented two briefing papers to SCEC prior to the meeting and spoke to both of
these on the day. They were: the relationship between SCEC and SCCAN; and SCEC’s
leadership role in response to the climate emergency.
Join Queensland Water & Land Carers
Following contact made at the SCEC member group roundtable with Queensland Water &
Land Carers (QWaLC), SCCAN applied for, and was subsequently accepted as, a member on
6/11/18.
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QWaLC is the peak body for natural resource management volunteers in Queensland
representing over 380 groups. Membership enables SCCAN to receive public liability
insurance cover for specific events as well as voluntary workers’ personal accident cover as
an unincorporated group. QWaLC also acts as an advocate for member groups, as well as
providing networking opportunities and administrative assistance.
Community group information sessions
SCCAN members participated in a number of community events, including giving
presentations on the subject of the climate emergency, as part of its public education
program, and to build networks with other groups engaged in addressing the issues of
global heating.
These included: the Australian Earth Laws Alliance festival at Nambour of 27/10/18; the
Yandina Community Group on 16/2/19; and a community concert at Tickle Park, Coolum on
28/4/19 organised by the federal ALP candidate, Julie McGlone.
SCCAN members gave live-to-air radio interviews on ABC Sunshine Coast, promoting
upcoming events, as well as highlighting aspects of the climate emergency and how listeners
could engage to address the associated impacts. Denis White and grandson Rangi spoke and
sang on 22/3/19 prior to the concert and Fergus FitzGerald spoke with Annie Gaffney on
29/5/19 prior to the Renewables Expo.
Invitations were sent to more than 40 community groups and other local organisations in
October offering to give presentations on the climate emergency and practical actions
members could undertake. Unfortunately, these did not solicit any positive responses.
Finance
A financial statement for the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 has been prepared by the
SCCAN Treasurer, Sue Etheridge (see attached). This is an unaudited financial statement.
Total income for 2018-19 was $4,332.48, with total expenses of $4396.90. SCCAN also
acquired two new assets (two 3x3m pop-up marquees), bring the total value of assets to
$4,386.49, including $2,280.02 cash in the bank. The bank balance as at 30 June 2019 was
$2,280.02.
Outlook
Discussion of the climate emergency and government response was a key topic during the
2019 federal election campaign. The outcome of the election was very disappointing for
those seeking real and immediate action to address the impacts of this global existential
threat to life on earth.
Grassroots organisations like SCCAN have an essential role in maintaining pressure on all
levels of government to enact policies and legislation to urgently address this challenge by
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networking with like-minded groups and harnessing the growing concern in the community
by undertaking local actions that will contribute to driving the urgent social and political
change needed.
Dwindling active membership of SCCAN and a proliferation of like-minded community
organisations presents a challenge and an opportunity embrace a wider network of
concerned citizens. SCCAN will continue to seek greater engagement with these people
through SCEC and affiliated member organisations.
Fergus FitzGerald
Secretary
Sunshine Coast Climate Action Now
29 July 2019
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